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Overview

The National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims is on the third Wednesday of November. It commemorates those who have died or been injured on Canada’s roads, along with their families, friends and colleagues who must live with tragic loss or suffering. Losing someone in such a sudden way is very painful, so this special day not only recognizes the survivors’ grief and pain, but also acts as a reminder of the importance of road safety in preventing future deaths and injuries. 

This year’s National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash victims is on Wednesday, November 17th, 2010.

History

This year Canada will hold it’s third annual “National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims”. The idea was started in 1993 by a British charity called RoadPeace, and in 2005, the United Nation (U.N.) decided to make the third Sunday in November the “World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims”. 

Today, the World Health Organization (WHO), which is part of the U.N., oversees this important day of remembrance because it is a significant health issue. An estimated 1,200,000 people are killed around the world every year, in road traffic crashes. This is why so many countries now participate in this special day of remembrance.

In Canada, almost 2,800 people die and another 195,000 are injured every year in road crashes.  The Canadian Global Road Safety Committee (CGRSC) felt that the tragic loss of life and serious injuries of so many people needed to be marked by a day of its own. This day allows Canadians to honour those who have died or been affected by road crashes, along with their families, friends and colleagues.

In 2008, CGRSC designated the Wednesday following the 3rd Sunday in November as the Canadian National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims.  The Canadian Global Road Safety Committee (CGRSC) hosted the first one on November 19, 2008, led by others Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 

In February 2009, the Canadian Global Road Safety Committee confirmed that it would host this event on an annual basis. Wednesday, November 17th is the 2010 National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims. 
Who is Involved?

The Canadian Global Road Safety Committee oversees the project. This group is made up of traffic safety professionals in government, law enforcement, non-profit groups and businesses. It is the link to partners in Canada and around the world, and provides strategic direction and guidance as activities surrounding the day evolve. MADD Canada was the lead organizer for the 2008 event, and Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA) has taken on the task for 2009 and 2010.

Key partners and supporters include the Government of Canada, provincial and territorial governments, the Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA), the Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC), the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), Auto21, Queens University, the University of Toronto, MADD Canada, CAA, Société de l'assurance automobile du Québec (SAAQ), the Traffic Injury Research Foundation, Safe Kids Canada and SMARTRISK.

What activities are planned?

While November 17th is the official “Day of Remembrance”, there are many activities leading up to the day itself. One of the goals is to get other organizations and individuals to develop their own programs and events, so part of Canadian Global Road Safety Committee role is to develop tools for others to use in their own initiatives.

The main parts of the program are as follows:

· A website – where people can make tributes to those who have lost their lives or been seriously injured and learn about road safety (www.rememberroadcrashvictims.ca)

· Various tools to help event organizers

· A media relations campaign to raise awareness

· Posters, postcards, displays and other communication materials

Facts and figures

The numbers of deaths and injuries change from year to year, and although early research shows the numbers are slowly going down, but we still lose between 2,600 and 3,000 people every year on our roads in Canada. With another 195,000 injured, combined with the medical costs and property damage, the human and financial cost is significant.

Around the world, the United Nations estimates that unless people change their habits, there could be two million deaths per year by 2020. Every one of these deaths and injuries touches another 10 or more people.

Why is it important?

Sadly, those who have died or injured in road crashes are not the only victims: their families, friends, neighbours, colleagues and employers all feel the loss – often for years. And many who are involved in a crash, live on with debilitating injuries, their lives changed forever.  

What makes all this especially sad is that almost every crash, whether fatal or not, is avoidable. If we as Canadians raise our awareness about the importance of road safety, we can limit the number of senseless deaths on our roads. 
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