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Canada to honour road crash victims, along with those they left behind

National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims – November 17, 2010

Wednesday, November 17th is Canada’s National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims. We ask you to help us remember those who have died over the years, along with their friends and families. On this day we can also remind ourselves of the importance of road safety.

Almost 2,800 people are killed each year on Canada’s roads and highways – and other 195,000 are hurt – often seriously. That’s an average of seven deaths, every day, or 30 buses full of people every single year. Most of the victims are young drivers and those 75 and older. The social cost of motor vehicle collisions is about $63B, every single year.

Around the world, 1.2 million people die in road crashes every year and the United Nations expects this number to grow if we don’t change our ways.

“On average, seven Canadians are killed in road collisions every day,” said Charles O’Donnell, past president of the Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA). “Compounding this tragic state of affairs is that most of these deaths are avoidable.”
Simple actions, such as paying attention while in your vehicle or near a roadway, wearing seat belts and not drinking and driving can help reduce the number of deaths. Most Canadians wear their seat belts, but those who don’t make up 40 percent of all occupant traffic deaths. Seat belts do save lives. Drivers, cyclists and pedestrians can all help by being more careful and by following the rules of the road.

O’Donnell stressed the importance of basic road safety and its human impact: “We owe these responsible driving practices to the lost lives, the real people who deserve to be here with us today, but who instead had their lives extinguished prematurely and violently on our roads… and we owe it as well to the bereaved they left behind whose destinies were changed forever.”

Activities for this year’s National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims include a website with road safety tips, (www.rememberroadcrashvictims.ca), posters, displays and postcards. A media campaign will raise awareness of the day and remind us about how we can stop this loss of life. 

On November 17th, please observe a moment of silence for those who have died, for the injured, and for the families and friends who have lost so much.
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