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CANADA TO COMMEMORATE CRASH VICTIMS

National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims – November 17, 2010

OTTAWA, ONTARIO – On Wednesday, November 17, the Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA) invites you to join them in remembering the victims of road crashes and to learn how you can help reduce the loss of life and injuries.

As part of the World Health Organization’s goal to raise road safety awareness and reduce needless loss of life due to traffic crashes, CCMTA and other road safety organizations in Canada are hosting a range of activities in support of the third annual National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims, Wednesday, November 17th, 2010.

Nearly 2,800 Canadians are killed, each year, on Canada’s 900,000 kilometres of roads and highways. This translates to seven avoidable deaths every single day. That’s one death every three hours. Globally, 1.2 million people are killed in crashes, yearly, and the United Nations estimates this number could reach two million by 2020. 
Additionally, 195,000 people are injured every year on Canadian roads (many seriously) and the impact of the carnage is widespread. Such tragedies touch families, friends, neighbours and work colleagues for years – and on a daily basis.

“On average, seven Canadians are killed in road collisions every day,” said Charles O’Donnell, past president of the CCMTA. “Compounding this tragic state of affairs is that most of these deaths are avoidable.”
Since high rates of speed, alcohol/drug use, and failure wear seat belts up are common factors in most deadly crashes – road safety awareness is key to minimizing this unfortunate loss of life. Sadly, most of the victims are young drivers, followed by older Canadians (those 75 years and older).

O’Donnell stressed the importance of basic road safety and its human impact: “We owe these responsible driving practices to the lost lives, the real people who deserve to be here with us today, but who instead had their lives extinguished prematurely and violently on our roads… and we owe it as well to the bereaved they left behind whose destinies were changed forever.”

While the human toll is immeasurable, the social cost of motor vehicle collisions is about $63B, every single year.

National Day of Remembrance for Road Crash Victims gives Canadians a chance to remember those we have lost, and to reflect upon and educate one another about what we can do to increase safety behind the wheel. Simple measures like paying attention to the road, not drinking and driving and ensuring everyone – especially kids in car/booster seats – are properly buckled up goes a long way in reducing fatalities. While most Canadians do wear seat belts, those who don’t represent 40 percent of all occupants traffic fatalities.  

Various initiatives are planned, including a website with safety tips; posters, displays, postcards and other materials; and a media campaign to raise awareness of this important issue.

Visit www.rememberroadcrashvictims.ca
On this day, Canadians are asked to observe a moment of silence for all of the victims, past and present, along with their friends and families, and to help spread the message that this loss of life is easily preventable.
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