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Ab out TIRF
TIRF is re g iste re d  charity 
p rovid ing  the  fo llowing  se rvice s:

TRAFFIC INJURY RESEARCH FOUNDATION  2



The  vision of TIRF is to  
e nsure  p e op le  using  road s 
make  it home  safe ly e ve ry 
d ay b y e liminating  road  
d eaths, se rious injurie s 
and  the ir social costs.
TIRF’s mission is to  b e  the  
knowle d g e  source  fo r 
safe r road  use rs and  a 
world  lead e r in re search, 
p rog ram and  p o licy 
d e ve lop me nt, e valuation, 
and  knowle d g e  transfe r.
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 Ag ing  d rive rs
 Young  & novice  d rive rs
 Fatig ue d  & d istracte d  d rive rs
 Heavy truck & p rofe ssional d rive rs
 School child re n
 Ag g re ssive  d rive rs

 Pe d e strians, cyclists, motorcyclists
 Alcohol, d rug s, me d ications & 

o the r sub stance s 
 Ad ult d rive rs 
 Ve hicle  safe ty syste ms (ADAS)

O ur Focus
Pe op le  on our road s
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Road  Safe ty Monitor 2024
> The  annual Road  Safe ty Monitor (RSM) is a national p ub lic op inion p oll 

on road  safe ty issue s. 
> The  RSM is cond ucte d  b y TIRF in p artne rship  with Be e r Canad a and  

De sjard ins Insurance . 
> It g aug e s national attitud e s on imp ortant road  safe ty top ics throug h an 

online  surve y cond ucte d  with a rand om, re p re se ntative  samp le  of 
Canad ian d rive rs. 

> Ad d itionally, d ata from TIRF’s National Fatality Datab ase  are  p re se nte d  
to  examine  tre nd s in traffic fatalitie s involving  a d rinking  d rive r.

> 1,510 Canad ians comp le te d  the  p oll in Se p te mb e r 2024. 
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Road  Safe ty Monitor 2024
Alco ho l-im p a ire d  d riving  fa ta lit ie s (2 0 2 1 )
> 459 Canad ians lost the ir live s in road  crashe s involving  a d rinking  d rive r
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Road  Safe ty Monitor 2024
> In 2024, 11.4% of re sp ond e nts ad mitte d  in 

the  p ast 30 d ays to  d riving  afte r consuming  
alcohol, comp are d  to  13.0% in 2023.

> In 2024, 5.9% of re sp ond e nts re p orte d  
having  d rive n whe n the y thoug ht the y 
we re  ove r the  le g al limit within the  p ast 
year, which is similar to  5.8% in 2023.
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Road  Safe ty Monitor 2024
> Re sp ond e nts who ad mitte d  to  d riving  whe n the y thoug ht the y we re  

ove r the  le g al limit we re  aske d  whe re  the y typ ically d rank:
» at home  (44.1%),
» d rinking  with frie nd s or re lative s (26.6%),
» at re staurants (16%).

> The se  re sults sug g e st that the  tre nd  toward s d rinking  p rimarily at home  
b e fore  d riving  while  like ly ove r the  le g al limit, which b e g an d uring  the  
COVID-19 p and e mic, is continuing , althoug h the re  is a slig ht d e cline  
from 2023 to  2024. 
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Road  Safe ty Monitor 2024
> Among  the  d rive rs who ad mitte d  to  d riving  afte r consuming  alcohol 

within the  last 30-d ays, fe male s we re  76% le ss like ly to  re p ort d riving  
afte r consuming  alcohol. 

> Among  the  d rive rs who ad mitte d  to  d riving  whe n the y b e lie ve d  the y 
we re  ove r the  le g al limit within the  p ast 12-months, fe male s we re  62% 
le ss like ly to  d o  so  comp are d  to  male s. 
» Ag e  was also  a sig nificant factor, with each 10-year increase  in ag e  

associate d  with a 25% d e crease  in the  od d s of d riving  whe n b e lie ving  
to  b e  ove r the  le g al limit.
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Road  Safe ty Monitor 2024
Co nclusio ns  
> Canad a has mad e  sig nificant p rog re ss in ad d re ssing  d rinking  and  

d riving , as e vid e nce d  b y re ce nt tre nd s in alcohol-re late d  road  fatalitie s 
and  the  p rop ortion of to tal road  d eaths involving  imp aire d  d rive rs.

> Re ce nt d ata shows althoug h the re  was an up tick in 2020, fatalitie s 
d e crease d  b y 7.4% from 2020 to  2021.

> Ce rtain tre nd s, such as the  rise  in d rinking  at home  and  d rinking  alone , 
are  like ly influe nce d  b y social factors, includ ing  the  increase d  cost o f 
living , lone line ss and  the  acce ssib ility of home  e nte rtainme nt op tions, 
such as online  g aming , social me d ia, and  exp and e d  streaming  se rvice s.
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Imp aire d  Driving  Coalition of 
Canad a (IDCC)
TIRF and  Diag e o  North Ame rica p artne re d
to  e stab lish the  IDCC.
> The  coalition comb ine s the  knowle d g e  and  

exp e rtise  of me mb e r org anizations, along  with 
innovative  e d ucational re source s to  g uid e  the  
d e ve lop me nt of a national action p lan aime d  at 
p re ve nting  imp aire d  d riving .

> The  IDCC’s p riority is to  increase  p ub lic 
aware ne ss and  he lp  d rive rs re cog nize  the  risks 
associate d  with d riving  afte r d rinking .
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IDCC Me mb e rs Sp onsored  b y: 
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IDCC National Action Plan 
> The  IDCC create d  a National Action Plan with four ke y areas of focus 

id e ntifie d  b y coalition me mb e rs.
» Pre ve ntio n : Using  local d ata to  g uid e  local initiative s.
» Ed uca tio n : He lp ing  communitie s d e ve lop  customize d  local 

e d ucational me ssag ing .
» Data : Id e ntifying  and  comp iling  curre nt, local source s of imp aire d  

d riving  d ata to  insp ire  action.
» Te chno lo g y: Exp loring  the  ro le  of te chnolog ie s in p re ve nting  

imp aire d  d riving .
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IDCC Re g ional Workshop s
> TIRF along sid e  me mb e rs of the  IDCC org anize d  four re g ional one -d ay 

imp aire d  d riving  workshop s.
> O b je ctive s:

» Share  re search and  b e st p ractice s to  increase  p ub lic aware ne ss ab out the  
risks associate d  with imp aire d  d riving  and  e ffe ctive  strate g ie s to  avoid  it. 

» Learn ab out the  exp e rie nce s of local communitie s and  the  curre nt 
challe ng e s the y face  in re d ucing  imp aire d  d riving  and  le ssons le arne d  from 
the ir initiative s. 

» Work with communitie s to  d e ve lop  road  safe ty strate g ie s d e sig ne d  to  
re d uce  imp aire d  d riving . 
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IDCC Re g ional Workshop s
Ke y take aw ays
1. Partne rship s that existe d  p re  p and e mic are  no  long e r the re  or b are ly 

the re  b e cause  fund ing  and  staffing  cuts, cap acity and  re source s, as we ll 
as e ng ag e me nt.

2. A more  holistic look at imp aire d  d iving  is ne e d e d  with a focus on 
contextual vs q uantitative  d ata as it is incorre ctly asse ssing  the  
p re vale nce  of the  issue . We  think it's d e clining  b ut we  are  asking  the  
wrong  q ue stions. Charg e s are  d own b e cause  e nforce me nt is d own. 

3. Short cuts are  b e coming  normalize d  b ut se nd  the  wrong  me ssag e . 
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IDCC Re g ional Workshop s
Ke y take aw ays
4. Be tte r youth strate g ie s are  ne e d e d .
5. Proactive  e nforce me nt that is more  d ata d rive n to  b e  op timize d . 

Tactical analysis to  g uid e  op e rations p lanning , p articularly for larg e  
g e og rap hic areas.
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IDCC Re g ional Workshop s
O utp uts:
1. Eng ine e r too lkit

» He lp  communitie s id e ntify imp aire d  d riving  crashe s using  crash and  ho tsp ot 
analyse s, and  increase  und e rstand ing  of factors and  characte ristics 
contrib uting  to  imp aire d  d riving  co llisions.

2. Trauma ad missions triag e  te mp late
» Sup p ort trauma ce ntre s in ad op ting  this p ractice  to  e nab le  p o lice  se rvice s 

to  b e  more  e fficie nt and  re turn to  the ir d utie s
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IDCC Re g ional Workshop s
O utco m e s:
3. He lp  local g ove rnme nts asse ss imp aire d  d riving  in the  community.

» Guid e  municip alitie s in co lle cting  q ualitative  d ata from ke y stake hold e rs to  
aug me nt q uantitative  d ata in o rd e r to  accurate ly asse ss the  mag nitud e  of 
the  issue  in the ir community.

4. Community re search too lkit.
» He lp  communitie s id e ntify the ir p o te ntial d ata source s, how to  re q ue st 

the m and  und e rstand  some  of the  b arrie rs to  sharing  and  ways the y can b e  
ove rcome .
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IDCC Re g ional Workshop s
O utco m e s:
5. Youth e d ucation. 

» De sig ne d  to  p rovid e  g uid ance  on how to  b e g in to  ad d re ss road  safe ty and  
te ach the  b asics o f risk (sp e e d , imp aire d , seatb e lts) and  strate g ie s to  avoid  
the m.

6. The  ro le  of me d ia in ad d re ssing  imp aire d  d riving  
» Hig hlig hts the  vital ro le  o f me d ia and  p rovid e  g uid ance , sug g e stions, and  

acce ss to  too ls to  he lp  journalists e ffe ctive ly re p ort on the  issue  as we ll as 
ho ld  the  justice  syste m accountab le .



Learn more  ab out road  safe ty & ways to  safe .
tirf.ca /e d ucation-re source s-p rog rams
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Me e t the  team
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APPLYING RESEARCH TO THE REAL WORLD.

Acce ss all TIRF e d ucational re source s & social me d ia | 
linktr.e e / t irfcanad a

For more  information |
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Visit TIRF.CA

hannahb @tirf.ca
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